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TREE AND PALMETTO PRESERVATION POLICY 
OF SUMMERTREES ADULT III HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

 
 
Policy Statement: A quotation from a City of Port Orange brochure states: “Beautifying 
neighborhoods, increasing property values, slowing rainfall runoff and soil erosion, cooling 
buildings, and blocking winds are some of the many important ways that trees contribute to a 
community's well-being”. Summertrees has an abundance of mature tree growth, a primary 
reason many of our residents decided to make Summertrees their home. Our policy is to 
preserve this tree growth to the fullest extent possible and to discourage indiscriminate 
tree cutting. This policy also assures compliance with City of Port Orange tree 
preservation policy. 

 
All trees and palmettos in Summertrees III are on common ground and not the personal 
property of an individual homeowner. 

 

TREE REMOVAL: 
 
1. Dead trees: Will be removed under the direction of the Board of Directors (BOD) and paid 
for by the Homeowners Association (HOA) as funds are available. 

 
(a) Homeowners should notify the BOD in writing of any dead trees they observe         
on common ground.                          
(b) If HOA funds are not presently available, homeowner with BOD approval, 
may elect to pay for removal of BOD approved dead tree by licensed and insured tree      
removal company.    

 
2. Live trees: Will not be removed unless approved by the BOD and in compliance 
      with our preservation policy. 

 
(a) Homeowner should notify the BOD in writing detailing why they want a 
tree removed. 
(b) Letter with BOD's decision will be sent to homeowner. 
(c) BOD may require a replacement tree, which will be the financial responsibility 
of the homeowner. 
(d) Live tree removal shall be at the expense of the homeowner, unless in unusual 
circumstances HOA payment is authorized by the BOD. 
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Procedure for Live Tree Removal: 
 
(a) Homeowner must obtain written approval from BOD 
(b) Homeowner must give BOD copy of tree removal company's license and 
insurance certificate before removal of tree. 
(c) Homeowner will take BOD approval to City of Port Orange to obtain a permit 
for removal and give copy of permit to BOD. 
(d) Homeowner must advise BOD the date of tree removal. 
(e) Tree and stump must be removed from property by tree removal company. 

 
3. Replacement Trees: 

 
(a) City of Port Orange may require one or more replacement trees, which is the 
financial responsibility of the homeowner who requested tree removal. 
(b) Approved variety of tree is oak, pine, maple, magnolia, cypress, sycamore, elm or 
other approved variety. 
(c) Replacement tree shall be Florida No. 1 Grade or better with minimum diameter of 
one (1) inch and be at least eight (8) feet tall when planted. Any trees planted on 
common ground become subject to HOA Tree Preservation Policy. 

 

TREE TRIMMING: 
Procedure: 
 
(a) Homeowner may remove tree limbs up to 3" in diameter or thin tree growth 
without damage to tree. If yard waste removal firm does not pick up cuttings 
placed at end of driveway, homeowner must call City of Port Orange for removal. 
(b) If homeowner is using a tree removal company for trimming, he/she must 
get approval from BOD and submit copy of company's license and insurance 
certificate to BOD prior to trimming with expected date for work to be done. 
(c) All cuttings must be removed by the tree company. 

 

OTHER: 
 

(a) Limbs or trees that may have fallen on homes as the result of storms are the 
homeowner's responsibility. Homeowner should contact his/her insurance provider 
to determine insurance coverage and make arrangements for cleanup and repairs. 
(b) In emergency situations where fallen trees or limbs are blocking a driveway or 
roadway, a homeowner may contact any BOD member by telephone for assistance 
in making arrangements for the removal. Trees or limbs that fall on common ground 
without affecting an individual homeowner are the responsibility of the HOA. 
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(c) Palmettos may not be trimmed without BOD approval. Removal of Palmetto 
trunks is subject to a Fine. 

 

 
FINES: 
 
Tree Removal without HOA written permission:   $500.00 

Fine plus cost of replacement tree and any additional fees 
incurred from City of Port Orange. 
Hearing before Fine Committee required. 
 

Unauthorized Tree Trimming or any other actions resulting 
in damage to tree causing need for removal:   $500.00 
Fine plus cost of removing tree and stump, replacement tree and 
any additional fees incurred from City of Port Orange. Hearing 
before Fine Committee required. 
 

Failure to arrange for tree trimming limbs to be removed by             
          contractor or City of Port Orange:                                                 $100.00 
     
Removal of Palmetto Trunks without BOD approval, per trunk:        $100.00 
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